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       My Response to an Injunction Written Down 
by Baha’u’llah 
 
 
I am writing this because of the injunction of Baha’u’llah that 
all Baha’is should defend the Cause of God in their writings 
according to their abilities. The following is the full quote of 
Baha’u’llah that mentions this injunction. 
 
“Warn, O Salmán, the beloved of the one true God, not to 
view with too critical an eye the sayings and writings of men. 
Let them rather approach such sayings and writings in a 
spirit of open-mindedness and loving sympathy. Those men, 
however, who, in this Day, have been led to assail, in their 
inflammatory writings, the tenets of the Cause of God, are to 
be treated differently. It is incumbent upon all men, each 
according to his ability, to refute the arguments of those that 
have attacked the Faith of God. Thus hath it been decreed 
by Him Who is the All-Powerful, the Almighty. He that 
wisheth to promote the Cause of the one true God, let him 
promote it through his pen and tongue, rather than have 
recourse to sword or violence. We have, on a previous 
occasion, revealed this injunction, and We now confirm it, if 
ye be of them that comprehend. By the righteousness of Him 
Who, in this Day, crieth within the inmost heart of all created 
things: “God, there is none other God besides Me!” If any 
man were to arise to defend, in his writings, the Cause of 
God against its assailants, such a man, however 
inconsiderable his share, shall be so honored in the world to 
come that the Concourse on high would envy his glory. No 
pen can depict the loftiness of his station, neither can any 
tongue describe its splendor. For whosoever standeth firm 
and steadfast in this holy, this glorious, and exalted 
Revelation, such power shall be given him as to enable him 



2

 

  2 

to face and withstand all that is in heaven and on earth. Of 
this God is Himself a witness.” Gleanings from the Writings 
of Baha’u’llah, pages 329-330 
 
 
 In 1844 the Baha’i Faith was founded in Persia, now 
Iran, and ever since then it has been persecuted one way or 
another. In the first decade more than 20,000 believers met 
their fate and died as martyrs of their beloved Cause. This 
almost wiped out all of them, but not the most important of all 
the believers, namely Mirza Husayn Ali, known as 
Baha’u’llah, the Prophet Founder of the Baha’i Faith. Since 
those early days, the Baha’i Faith has spread to become the 
second most widespread religion after Christianity, according 
to a study by a Christian organization. No doubt the modern 
age with its world embracing media has been one reason for 
such growth, but considering it has been only a century and 
20 years after Baha’u’llah’s passing, it is no less than 
amazing that such growth has happened. 
 There are some that may call the Baha’i Faith a sect 
of Islam or an off shoot, and others a heretical sect, but 
nothing could be further from the truth. We will discuss now 
what proofs there are of the Baha’i Faith being an 
independent world religion. The Baha’i Faith has come out of 
Islam as Christianity came out of Judaism, but as a 
separate, independent world religion as are Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. In the writings of Baha’u’llah, many 
references have been made to Islam, praising it in the 
highest degree as an independent religion of God. Also there 
are many references to a primary position of Muhammad. 
The Baha’i Faith, however, is neither a sect nor a heretical 
offshoot of Islam. This may have been true if the Baha’i Faith 
didn’t have an independent revelation, but Baha’u’llah wrote 
upwards of 100 books of divine revelation, with new 
teachings and laws, teachings the like of which the world has 
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never seen. The Faith doesn’t follow the laws and 
ordinances of Islam or any other religion, but rather has its  
own Book of Laws to go by. So Baha’u’llah is either a true 
prophet or a false prophet; is either delusional or truthful. 
There is no middle ground. We will discuss here what proofs 
there are to establish Baha’u’llah as an independent 
Messenger of God, even as other Prophets. Another fact is 
that the Baha’i Faith has its own calendar, consisting of 19 
months with 19 days in a month. Like all the other 
independent religions that have their own calendars, the 
Baha’i Faith likewise has one, plus an independent line of 
Successors, which is unique in the world. By unique is meant 
that the Messenger Himself, namely Baha’u’llah wrote in His 
own handwriting about this Successorship and the divine 
administrative order. He wrote that His son ‘Abdu’l-Baha was 
to be His Successor and all the Baha’is were to turn to Him 
as the perfect guide; perfect in every way, both having a 
super-human understanding of the Divine Scriptures and of 
being perfect in all His works and deeds. So in both word 
and deed He is the perfect guide to follow. Then ‘Abdu’l-
Baha wrote in His own handwriting that His grandson, 
Shoghi Effendi, was to succeed Him as being the acting 
head of the Baha’i Faith, having perfect understanding of the 
writings. Then there is the Universal House of Justice that 
has the power to legislate and enact any new laws or 
concerns not written down in Baha’u’llah’s writings; that this 
House of Justice will give perfect guidance until the coming 
of the next Messenger of God in about a thousand years. 
   Not only are the teachings of Baha’u’llah new, but 
they are unique - the like of which the world has not seen 
before. Just as the Old Testament, the New Testaments, the 
Quran and all the other Holy Books were all unique to the 
history of the world, so to are the teachings of Baha’u’llah. 
And just as the Prophets of the other religions suffered 
greatly at the hands of the people of their respective ages, 
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so too did Baha’u’llah suffer. This suffering is one of the 
hallmarks of an independent Prophet of God. As Baha’u’llah 
says, “The break of the morn of divine guidance must needs 
follow the darkness of the night of error.” For forty years 
Baha’u’llah lived as a prisoner and an exile, and experienced 
even torture at the hands of those who opposed Him. Yet at 
every moment, in His own testimony, He yearned for ever 
greater tribulation that He may pay for the sins of the world 
and God’s forgiveness for even those who persecuted Him, 
even as Jesus offered up Himself for the sins of the world. 
As Christ said “Forgive them Lord, for they do not 
understand what they are doing.” 
 People accused Baha’u’llah of many things, including 
running away to save His own life; but it was the people who 
ran away from His presence and feared His authority. They 
accused Him of taking the scriptures of old and stealing them 
by using them and claiming they were His own. But He wrote 
one hundred books of divine revelation, more than all of the 
other scriptures and Holy books combined. All the Prophets 
of God have been accused of such specious things. Some 
said that Baha’u’llah laid claim to be God, and also that He 
devised a lie against God and that He came to “foment 
sedition.” But it is now known that He offered up His life that 
all people would come to know God, that God commanded 
Him to offer up His life, even as God told Jesus to offer up 
His life on the cross.  
 
 Baha’u’llah never went into hiding or locked or bolted 
his doors. He openly met with all people, and unlike in days 
of old when people would seek out the Messengers of God, 
Baha’u’llah contacted all people in his writings and actions 
and deeds. People of all ages have accused the Prophets of 
such things, just as they accused Muhammed of being a 
“crazed poet” and the Bab, the Herald of Baha’u’llah and an 
independent Messager of God, of being a man ”smitten with 
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madness,” a slander that Baha’u’llah had heard from one of 
the divines. In the early days of the Faith in Persia, upwards 
of twenty thousand died as martyrs. If they had been a 
different race, the word “genocide” would apply. The spiritual 
leaders of the time were the main instigation's of these 
persecutions, just as they were in the times of Moses, Jesus, 
Muhammed, and the other Messengers. 
 In his book “Persia and the Persian Question” Lord 
Curzon of Kedleston, the foremost Persian historian of his 
time, mentions that the people of Persia had perfected the 
practices of torture, and the followers of the Bab and 
Baha’u’llah were murdered in the most horrifying of ways. As 
the book ”Nabil’s Narrative” describes these methods in 
detail, I will not give many specifics here. But some include 
being blown out of canons, being burnt alive in caves and 
being hacked to death with any imaginable cutting device 
available. Yet these martyrs loved their country and its 
citizens and offered themselves up as sacrifices that all may 
find the truth.  
 One example of Baha’u’llah’s love for all people is that 
He suffered severely in the Black Pit Prison, called in 
Persian the Siyah-Chal. For three or four months He and his 
followers suffered greatly in conditions of confinement that 
are hard to imagine. They were kept in a pit three levels 
below ground with no lights, no flow of fresh air and no 
sanitary facilities. The other prisoners in the pit were 
criminals of every kind. It was in this place, however, that 
Baha’u’llah first received His revelation; this is described in 
books and is a wonderful account to read. At every moment 
and with each step He took, He offered up His life for all 
humanity that they may find the truth and eternal life. 
Another time Baha’u’llah’s feet were beaten with a bastinado 
(cudgel) and He was lead through the dirt and gravel streets 
with bloody feet. These were just two instances of the 
persecutions He suffered over the forty years of His ministry. 
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It could be argued that He suffered more than any of the 
other Messengers of God. It is hard to recount accurately the 
suffering the Bab encountered. The manner of His execution 
is so beyond comprehension that the reading of it leaves one 
dumbfounded. Likewise the followers of the Bab and 
Baha’u’llah arguably suffered more than any other followers 
of God’s Prophets gone before. And today the Baha’is in Iran 
continue to be persecuted by the Iranian government. There 
is a program of persecution instituted at the highest level of 
government, down to the common man on the street, to 
strangle the very life of the Iranian Baha’i community. 
 In the past some people have accused the Prophets 
of passing off the writings of the Holy Texts of earlier 
religions and claiming them as their own. One of the 
Prophets was accused of being a “crazed poet”. Has a poet 
ever started a major religion, or written down a book of laws 
for their believers to follow? No, surely not. Only a heart that 
is perfectly can achieve such a thing. As to stealing the texts 
of other religions, each Prophet has written such verses that 
most could not comprehend them, so brilliant and dazzling 
was their light. 
  
 Then there are some who claim that Baha’is are pro-
Zionist. This is impossible to be true from a few 
perspectives. One is that in the Baha’i writings Baha’is are 
commanded to be loyal and obedient to the laws of the 
countries they live in. Another is  that Baha’u’llah was exiled 
to the Holy Land 80 years before it became Israel. He was 
exiled from His homeland under four edicts, the last exile to 
what was then Palestine. Even through all these tribulations, 
Baha’u’llah yearned at every moment to be crucified and 
martyred for the sake of God, the peace and well-being of 
the world, and the forgiveness of all the sins of the world. 
And the irony is that the government that exiled Him to the 
Holy Land was the Persian Empire, known now as Iran. 
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 The Baha’is of Iran are considered by the state of Iran 
as enemies of the state. Again, nothing could be further from 
the truth. Baha’is everywhere are commanded to be 
obedient to the government and to follow the laws of the land 
they live in, to avoid political affiliations and political intrigue 
and all forms of violence. Among the people of Iran, as 
distinguished from the State belief, there are many citizens 
who know Baha’is are peaceful and loving people who are 
willing to suffer for the betterment of their country, and to 
serve the best needs of all. 
 As to the Baha’i Faith being a heretical sect of Islam, 
a sect of Islam would follow their Holy Book the Quran, 
whereas Baha’is follow another Holy Book along with 99 
other Holy Books, all of which were written by Baha’u’llah. 
Baha’is claim to be an independent major Religion like 
Judaism, Christianity or Islam, and are recognized by the 
United Nations and many of the Nations of the world as 
such. We have our own calendar and Holy Days and Fasting 
period, all of which are new to the world, not of another 
existing religion. 
 One of the reasons why the Iranian government has 
persecuted the Baha’is is that they believe that after 
Muhammad no other Prophet will come. They claim that 
since in the Quran it says that Muhammad is the “Seal of the 
Prophets,” this means that Muhammed  is also the last of the 
Prophets. Baha’is, however, believe this means that 
Muhammad sealed and ended the Prophetic Cycle, and that 
the Bab and Baha’u’llah initiated a new Cycle of human 
development, the Age of Fulfillment, and that in all the 
religions of the world there are teachings and prophesies 
about the coming of age of the world and peace and 
tranquility coming to all its peoples. Baha’is believe 
Baha’u’llah is the One who is come to bring this long awaited 
and cherished peace. 
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 But in general, can God’s mercy ever stop? Can the 
Creator of all things ever stop creating and manifesting its 
greatest measure of love through its Manifestations? 
Christians believe no other Prophet will come after Christ 
unless He upholds all of Christ’s teachings and laws, and 
Jewish people believe the same about Moses. Yet looking 
from our 21st century perspective all of these Prophets are 
recognized world wide. It only makes sense that a new 
message will come through a new Messenger, even as there 
is always a new Spring and that truth from the human realm 
is not absolute but progressive and always has a greater 
measure even as science proves that creation is infinite and 
has always existed in one form or another. That everything is 
returned in ever newer forms. And anyway, how can God 
stop creating and sending Its Messengers of love, how can 
the Eternal Primal Will stop doing what It does by nature? 
That Nature itself is a sufficient testimony to new installations 
of creation ever in the making. So Baha’u’llah is the return 
and resurrection of all the Messengers gone before Him, and 
when the next Messenger comes in about a millennium, this 
will be the return and resurrection of Baha’u’llah and all the 
Prophets gone before.  
 In the Quran and Islamic traditions, there are writings 
that state that not only will new teachings come, but a new 
Messenger and even the date of this Messenger is foretold. 
In the Kitab-I-Iqan, Baha’u’llah’s foremost doctrinal work, He 
proves all these things in writings from Islamic traditions and 
the Quran. He describes that a new Messenger is indeed 
foretold and numerous prophesies are given about Him. 
Baha’u’llah was recognized by many in His day as the 
foremost person in understanding the Scriptures and their 
interpretations, even though He never studied them in any 
school nor apprenticed to any scholar or clergy; that His 
knowledge was innate and not of this world. While I was 
outside the other day, the daffodils were in bloom and I said 
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to myself how wonderful to see them again, whereas in 
reality they are totally new flowers. So it is the essence of the 
flower that returns, not the physical. Baha’u’llah is not just 
the Second Coming of Christ but the second coming of all 
the other Prophets and Messengers, and the next 
Messenger will be the Second coming of Baha’u’llah.  
 Just studying the life and words of Baha’u’llah will 
convince any objective person that Baha’u’llah is indeed the 
return and resurrection of Christ and the other Messengers, 
that He is the One all religions have waited for, the world 
unifier and bringer of at least a thousand years peace, and if 
one is not convinced of this, then at least He is a great 
reformer of humanity, and His followers in Iran are to be 
honored and not persecuted. 
 Another reason why Islamic people do not believe 
Baha’is to be a valid religion like Islam, Christianity, or 
Judaism, is that in the Quran it says that only Muslims, 
Christians and Jews are considered people of God, or 
“people of the Book” as it is said. The Zoroastrian Faith is 
also included in this. But as has been explained and argued, 
there is always a new measure of divine revelation. Also, 
what would be preferable: to have a religion that includes all 
the religions of the world, including the ones to come in the 
future, or a religion that limits who they believe as true 
believers? For the Baha’i Faith believes in all the religions 
and their Prophets such as Adam, Abraham, Noah, Moses, 
Buddha, Krishna, Zoroaster, Jesus, Muhammad, the Bab 
and Baha’u’llah, and also other prophesies of the Indigenous 
peoples of the world. Then there are some other Prophets 
mentioned in the Holy Books and Scriptures. In short, what 
sounds more like an all-embracing, loving religion: one that 
is all inclusive or one that limits? And it was not the Prophets 
of the past themselves who limited their religion; it was the 
followers and leaders who came after them that did this 
limitation. For Baha’is believe that the Prophets and 
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Messengers that came before the Bab and Baha’u’llah fully 
accepted the Messengers gone before them, and were fully 
aware of them. And Baha’is believe that each Messenger 
foretold the coming of another Messenger after them, even 
as Baha’u’llah tells that there will be another Messenger of 
God about every one thousand years from here on. 
 Baha’u’llah explains one reason why people denied 
His Faith was that they said this new religion would 
“supplant” the Faith of God. His answer is so interesting and 
compelling that I quote it now in full: “And further We have 
said: “More grievous became Our plight from day to day, 
nay, from hour to hour, until they took Us forth from Our 
prison and made Us, with glaring injustice, enter the Most 
Great Prison. And if anyone ask them: ‘For what crime were 
they imprisoned?’ they would answer and say: ‘They, verily, 
sought to supplant the Faith with a new religion!’ If that which 
is ancient be what ye prefer, wherefore, then, have ye 
discarded that which hath been set down in the Torah and 
the Evangel? Clear it up, O men! By My life! There is no 
place for you to flee to in this day. If this be My crime, then 
Muḥammad, the Apostle of God, committed it before Me, 
and before Him He Who was the Spirit of God (Jesus 
Christ), and yet earlier He Who conversed with God 
(Moses). And if My sin be this, that I have exalted the Word 
of God and revealed His Cause, then indeed am I the 
greatest of sinners! Such a sin I will not barter for the 
kingdoms of earth and heaven.” Baha’u’llah, Epistle to the 
Son of the Wolf, page 52 
  Some claim that if the Baha’i Faith replaces all other 
religions, this will decrease the diversity of religion, and 
these other Faiths will be lost. But from the Religious and 
scientific perspectives, there is just one creation, one 
humanity, and one Creator, so it was God’s intention from 
the beginning that there would be one humanity fused 
together by one scientific thought and one religion; that 
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Judaism, Christianity, Islam and other religions were meant 
to embrace the entire earth, replacing the religions that came 
before them; that it was God’s intention to have all the 
people of the world united in one common Cause. 
 Then there is the fact, that has been mentioned, that 
most religions today believe that they are better than other 
religions; whereas the Baha’i Faith sees itself as being 
neither superior nor inferior but equal with the other religions; 
that when the next religion comes in the future, it will replace 
the Baha’i Faith and so on as long as there are people left on 
earth. 
 And when a new generation takes over the old, does 
the old persecute and condemn the new? So why, when a 
new religion is revealed by God, does the older religion 
persecute and condemn the new one? Does one Spring not 
bring the same flowers and sweet warm breezes signifying 
the end of Winter and darkness? Does not the new religion 
bring the same uplifting and spiritual teachings? Even 
science proves there is always a new but different form for 
the old that is subject to death and decay; that the sun itself, 
which lasts billions of years, must eventually give way to 
dying out, and, in due time, becomes a part of another star 
and its planets. There is, to a certain extent, ageism that can 
and does happen, where the new generation puts away the 
old in old folk homes, but never like the persecution of one 
religion to another. 
 And then one of the greatest proofs of a new religion 
is that it is persecuted and reviled by the elder ones that it 
has come to replace. As Baha’u’llah has stated, “The break 
of the morn of divine guidance must needs follow the 
darkness of the night of error,” that, in sum and essence, just 
as the new religion comes, so do the self same people who 
apposed it in the previous revelations come and return. 
Baha’u’llah explains this in detail in the Book of Certitude 
(the Kitab-i-Iqan). From a poetic viewpoint, Winter tries to 
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keep its hold on coldness and darkness in the face of a new 
Spring. A saying I grew up hearing is that “March comes in 
like a lamb, but goes out like a lion”: that Winter always “tries 
to hold onto” itself. So all the various sciences, including the 
science of poetry, unanimously tell of the fact that a new 
generation always replaces the old, and explains the wisdom 
in this. 
 
 In an excerpt that follows Baha’u’llah relates one way 
in which Moses was opposed by the Pharaohs of Egypt. No 
doubt when a new religion comes with totally new teachings 
and a new system, the older religions fear loosing their 
power base if this new religion grows and spreads, taking 
over the old ways. 
 “This charge of fomenting discord is the same as that 
imputed aforetime by the Pharaohs of Egypt to Him Who 
conversed with God (Moses). Read thou what the All-
Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’án. He—may He be 
blessed and glorified—saith: “Moreover We had sent Moses 
of old with Our signs and with clear authority to Pharaoh, 
and Hamán, and Qarún: and they said: ‘Sorcerer, impostor!’ 
And when He came to them from Our presence with the 
truth, they said: ‘Slay the sons of those who believe as He 
doth, and save their females alive,’ but the stratagem of the 
unbelievers issued only in failure. And Pharaoh said: ‘Let me 
alone, that I may kill Moses; and let him call upon his Lord: I 
fear lest he change your religion, or cause disorder to show 
itself in the land.’ And Moses said: ‘I take refuge with my 
Lord, and your Lord from every proud one who believeth not 
in the Day of Reckoning ….  
 Men have, at all times, considered every World 
Reformer fomenter of discord, and have referred unto Him in 
terms with which all are familiar. Each time the Daystar of 
Divine Revelation shed its radiance from the horizon of 
God’s Will a great number of men denied Him, others turned 



13

 

  13 

aside from Him, and still others calumniated Him, and 
thereby withheld the servants of God from the river of loving 
providence of Him Who is the King of creation.” Baha’u’llah, 
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf 
 And besides this description of what the people said 
about the Prophets, Baha’u’llah relates what they said about 
Him in the following:“O thou who dost magnify My praise! 
Give ear unto that which the people of tyranny ascribe unto 
Me in My days. Some of them say: “He hath laid claim to 
divinity”; others say: “He hath devised a lie against God”; still 
others say: “He is come to foment sedition.” Base and 
wretched are they. Lo! They are, in truth, enslaved to idle 
imaginings.” Baha’u’llah, Tablets of Baha’u’llah, Tajallíyát 
(Effulgences), page 49 
 I had to look up “sedition” to make sure of its 
definition, and on Google it defines it as follows, “conduct or 
speech inciting people to rebel against the authority of a 
state or monarch.” But all who knew Baha’u’llah and His 
teachings would never be persuaded that this was true of 
Him. He clearly stated that all of His followers must be 
obedient to the laws of the land where they live. As to Him 
claiming divinity, He wrote and taught that all the Prophets of 
God are intermediaries between God and humanity, and can  
never know God in its fullest form.  
 Baha’u’llah has written about how the Manifestations 
of God were called possessed and impostors. But could an 
impostor form a world religion that covers the earth in infinite 
details? Can an impostor write a Holy Book that transforms 
the lives of entire nations, or a possessed person show forth 
such bravery and courage as to defy the greatest powers 
and make the earth a new earth, making once foreign and 
violent people into peaceful and loving friends? Baha’u’llah 
wrote one hundred volumes of divine revelation over the 
course of forty years, all of which were written while under 
arrest and in prisons, and summoned the world’s leaders to 
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the cause of God. Can such a thing be done by one 
possessed? “We take refuge with God.” 
 “Since the Seal of the Prophets (Muḥammad)—may 
all else but Him be His sacrifice—and before Him the Spirit 
of God (Jesus), as far back as the First Manifestation, all 
have at the time of Their appearance suffered grievously. 
Some were held to be possessed, others were called 
impostors , and were treated in a manner that the pen is 
ashamed to describe. By God! There befell Them what hath 
made all created things to sigh, and yet the people are, for 
the most part, sunk in manifest ignorance! “ 
 Baha’u’llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 92 
 Another fact that was known in Baha’u’llah’s day was 
that He invited all the spiritual leaders to meet with Him and 
ask Him whatever they wanted. He was fearless of all the 
peoples of the world, and many followed Him and laid down 
their lives in the path of God. He was known for His innate 
knowledge and being able to understand the most complex 
scriptures with ease. And this even though He never studied 
in any schools or from tutors or mentors, nor was He self 
taught, but He could reveal verses with such speed that 
within two days He would write pages equaling close to three 
hundred pages or an entire book. 
 No true defense of Baha’u’llah’s Cause can be made 
without mentioning the Baha’is of Iran in some detail, and 
what they are going through day to day. The Baha’is of Iran 
have been accused of many of the above things mentioned. 
A number of their homes and businesses have been burnt 
and vandalized. Currently over one hundred Iranian Baha’is 
are imprisoned with no just reason or even, in some cases, a 
trial. There is no justice for them as their persecutors are the 
government itself. They have obeyed all the laws of the land, 
even those that limit their ability to have and hold Baha’i 
meetings. Through all these trials they have remained 
obedient to the government and relied on God as their 
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support, meaning that they have no recourse to any court or 
system of justice. Baha’i children are denied access to 
schools, and the Baha’is are seen as non-people in that they 
have no place to fit in and are considered outcast by Iran’s 
society. Even though there are many citizens in Iran that 
know how upright the Baha’is are, how much they love their 
country, they are persecuted solely for being Baha’is, for 
being a religion that has been accused of many things, all of 
which are made up for the sake of enabling the government 
to perpetrate a type of persecution that mirrors in many ways 
the trials the early Christians went through, or the early 
Muslims and Jews too. 
 Since the beginning of the Baha’i Faith in Iran in 1844, 
the Iranian Baha’is have been systematically opposed with 
every means available to the government. The more than 
twenty thousand Baha’is who met their death as true martyrs 
did so with joy and exaltation. The manner of the way they 
met their death leaves every fair minded soul amazed and 
dumbfounded. Some may even think in terms of fanatical, 
but none of them, since the time of Baha’u’llah, tried even to 
defend themselves or wage a holy war against those that 
opposed them. They met their death with peace and calm, 
saying what Christ said to forgive them for they no not what 
they are doing. And since the early days of the Baha’i Faith 
there has been, for the most part, a constant from “cradle to 
grave” styled persecution. If it were not for the worldwide 
pressure being put on the Iranian government to stop this 
persecution, no doubt many more Baha’is would have been 
executed.  
 In writing this defense essay, I have contacted the 
Baha’i Public Affairs Office in Washington, DC, to learn all I 
could about what is currently happening to the Baha’is in 
Iran. I know a Persian Baha’i who said she had a relative-in-
law who was executed by a firing squad and the family of the 
executed made to pay for the bullets used. This is not 
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uncommon. This is not an anomaly. It reflects a mindset that 
explains the callous manner of their oppressors. No doubt 
one reason why the Baha’is of Iran have such a positive 
view on their afflictions is that Baha’u’llah has written that in 
the future peace and justice will encompass Iran; that the 
neighboring countries in that area will become even as 
brother and sister. For the viewpoint of Baha’is worldwide is 
positive in the extreme, though it is tempered by the fact that 
the world has gone through and will go through severe trials 
to achieve this peace and justice. In 1983, a year after I 
became a Baha’i, ten Iranian Baha’i women were hung for 
being Baha’is. Most taught children's classes, and each one 
was given the chance to recant their faith and live, or remain 
a Baha’i and die. They were all hung. The psychological and 
mental stress the Iranian Baha’is are living under is indeed 
very great. 
 As stated, the Baha’i Faith started in Persia in 1844, 
at which time the government tried to eradicate all the 
believers. During the first decade, at least 20,000 believers 
were murdered. Then for some decades there was 
persecution, but not on this level. In 1979, however, after the 
Revolution forming the Islamic Republic of Iran, the 
“persecution of Baha’is became state policy.” From 1979 to 
1988 more than 200 Baha’is were killed and 1,000 
imprisoned. The fact that this is state sanctioned means 
there is “violence with impunity”. None of the people who 
persecute the Baha’is are ever brought to account for their 
actions. The Baha’is are considered “unclean” and so if 
someone kills a Baha’i they are not prosecuted. 
 There have been many arsons against Baha’i 
businesses and homes, businesses forced to close, 
thousands of Baha’i students expelled from schools and the 
list goes on. There have even been infants imprisoned with 
their mothers, signifying a “cradle to grave” official form of 
persecution. The Iranian government waged a “hate 
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campaign in the official media, portraying them as agents of 
Israel, immoral followers of Satan, or enemies of the state 
and Islam.” Whereas Baha’is are called upon to be just and 
upright, obedient to the laws of the land they live in, and free 
from political intrigues and politics in general.   
 But behind this official state sanctioned persecutions, 
there have been remarkable examples of people who protest 
the persecutions. In one town, a girl was expelled from her 
class, and all the students of her class, plus 800 other 
students, left their classrooms in protest. Within a day or so 
the Baha’i student was let back into her class. Another story 
is about a businessman whose business was closed down 
because he was a Baha’i, and more than 30 other 
businessmen and people wrote letters attesting to his good 
character. These stories have been going on all along. 
 The most recent turn of events, however, has been 
within the last couple of years. Muslim clergy within and 
without Iran have been calling for a stop to persecutions of 
Baha’is and other minorities, claiming that the holy Quran 
calls for unity and love and tolerance. In Pakistan, the United 
Kingdom, Bahrain, and within Iran these leading clergy have 
been calling for tolerance and a freedom from prejudice. One 
Iranian leading clergy went as far as to do a beautiful 
calligraphic depiction of some pages of a Baha’i Holy text, 
and offer it to the Universal House of Justice of the Baha’is. 
 The Universal House of Justice called this turn of 
events a “renaissance” and that its importance can not be 
over estimated. There is indeed a turn of events at the 
deepest grassroots level, and when it reaches the grassroots 
level, it is almost impossible to stop.  
 Because of ongoing worldwide pressure against the 
persecutions of the Baha’is, the Iranian government has 
been forced to modify its method of persecuting. Instead of 
executions, they have initiated a program of dismantling the 
Faith from the ground level up, and from the top down. 
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Baha’i leaders have been imprisoned, and Baha’i schools 
closed down on all levels, as well as Baha’i children being 
expelled from schools in general.  
 An interesting note though is that against this 
backdrop of oppression, the Baha’i Faith has grown 
significantly over the years. In the late 1800s there were 
100,000 Baha’is, in the mid 1900’s, 200,000, and now over 
300,000 Baha’is. 
  But even with this renaissance, we must be vigilant 
and keep the worldwide pressure up, for it is in no small 
measure because of this world wide pressure that this 
renaissance has had a place to be nurtured.  
 
 As to some of the teachings of Baha’u’llah that testify 
to the originality of His divine revelation — and what greater 
testimony than originality given that every thing in the 
universe is unique without an exact duplicate — one is the 
teaching of the equality of women with men, a teaching that 
was first taught by the Baha’is in the 1800s in Iran, which 
was far more backward even than the United States in 
establishing equality of women with men. This teaching is so 
important that Baha’u’llah and ‘Abdu’l-Baha made 
prophesies and promises from God that this equality would 
come to pass. They even went so far as to state that the 
female qualities would dominate in this age, a step toward 
making the sexes truly equal. Imagine a graph with zero as 
its center, positive 100 for where men are, and negative 100 
for where women are. In order for women to attain equality 
with men, there has to be twice the amount or two hundred 
units of female qualities to make up the difference. 
 Then there is the clear and emphatic teaching that all 
the Messengers of God are essentially one and the same, 
neither being superior or inferior to another, and, given how 
many religions see themselves as superior to others, this 
teaching couldn’t have come at a better time in history, 
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inasmuch as one can infer from this teaching that none of 
the religions of God are inherently superior to another. It’s 
just that with the appearance of a new religion, the latest one 
is followed and the others become a vital source of history, 
just as one reads and follows the latest newspaper’s articles 
and information, while studying the past newspapers as 
reference points. And among the teachings of the unity of 
God is that there is one God and only one God, even as 
there is only one of each creation, one Manifestation, one 
religion, and one humanity. 
 Another Baha’i teaching, that among all of them 
stands out as most crucial, is what is called the independent 
search for truth: that no one should follow another blindly but 
use the God-given intelligence we have each been given to 
come to our own opinions. So important is this teaching, that 
if the people of the world had applied this, they would have 
recognized and accepted the Messengers of God in their 
respective days. But instead, the people followed others in 
power who turned against the Messengers of God, 
persecuting them in the worst of ways imaginable, and the 
people, following them blindly, likewise persecuted the 
Prophets. 
 Baha’u’llah gives a great deal of importance to taking 
care of the poor, the sick and ailing and those in need, such 
as the orphan. Baha’u’llah, at one point in His life, was 
known as the “Father of the Poor,” and His son ‘Abdu’l-Baha 
likewise was known for this attribute of service to the poor 
and needy. 
 Among other teachings that establish the Baha’i Faith 
as an independent religion of God is that science and 
religion are seen as supportive and complementary to each 
other, even as the two wings of the bird reinforce each other. 
If one of these wings is broken or lame, then flight is not truly 
realized. 
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 In addition, Baha’u’llah teaches and commands all 
people to emancipate themselves from all forms of prejudice, 
such as racial, religious, national, economic, class or gender 
prejudices, among others, and the Baha’i teachings promise 
and prophesizes that  all forms of prejudice will be effaced 
from the hearts of all the people of humanity in the coming 
centuries. This does not mean that literally every person will 
achieve this, but that the vast majority of humanity will. There 
will always be individuals who have prejudices, but most of 
humanity will be healed of this spiritual disease. 
 A beautiful teaching of Baha’u’llah’s is that all work, 
when done in the spirit of service to humanity, is identical to 
the act of worship in churches, temples or mosques or other 
places of worship. That all trades, professions, crafts and 
arts are, in fact, worshipping the one true God when done in 
this spirit of service. 
 A world language is also prescribed by Baha’u’llah as 
a remedy for the ills afflicting the earth. Baha’u’llah describes 
the Messengers of God as being Divine Physicians who, 
alone, truly know the ills afflicting humanity and the healing 
medicine as a remedy. The attainment of a world language, 
while keeping one’s own native tongue as well, will mark the 
coming of the age of maturity. Likewise, a world economy is 
needed and predicted. 
  And a world commonwealth is also prescribed as a 
sign of the maturity of the world. Many feel that this is not 
needed, and some believe it is not attainable, but the same 
beliefs were held by many who thought the unity of the 
United States could never be attained, and now we as 
citizens of the United States pride ourselves on this 
democratic system. In fact, in the writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, 
amazing prophecies have been made about the position of 
North America in bringing about world peace. He states, in 
one place, that the United States will lead all nations 
spiritually. 
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 And among the teachings of the Baha’i Faith that 
stands out above the rest is the divine administrative system 
Baha’u’llah has established. This system was described by 
Baha’u’llah in His writings and not by the people who 
established it after His passing. From beginning to end the 
Baha’i administrative system was written down by Him, and 
later elaborated by ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Nowhere in the religions of 
the past has such a system been established, for the time of 
the coming of the maturity of humanity had not happened 
yet. The entire world, in days past, had no system of 
communication like there is today, and people of different 
counties didn’t even know thoroughly who else existed on 
earth. Baha’u’llah wrote a tablet stating than His son ‘Abdu’l-
Baha was His chosen Successor, and that He had the right 
to name a successor after Him. In fact, the system of the 
Houses of Justice was described by Baha’u’llah and then 
further elaborated by ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The unique position of 
the Universal House of Justice in the Baha’i world is that it 
has the authority to enact any laws not set down by 
Baha’u’llah, and that they can change the laws they enact if 
they choose. This system will continue until the next 
Manifestation of God, in about 1,000 years according to what 
Baha’u’llah says. So there is perfect guidance from now until 
the next Manifestation of God. Imagine if Jesus Christ had, in 
his own handwriting, written down a will and testament 
setting down and describing a world embracing divine order 
and naming his Successor, who was Peter, and defining his 
limitations and functions. What a different Christianity there 
would be today. This is essentially what Baha’u’llah has 
done, protecting the Baha’i Faith from breaking down into 
numerous sects and offshoots. 
 One of the remarkable and unprecedented doings of 
Baha’u’llah is that He summoned the rulers of the world of 
His day to accept His revelation and to arise and serve its 
needs. Never before in the history of the world has a Prophet 
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of God communicated the will of God as Baha’u’llah did. 
Among the rulers He contacted were Queen Victoria, Pope 
Pius the 9th, Napoloean 3rd, Alexander the 2nd, Tsar of 
Russia, Wilhelm 1st, King of Prussia, Franz Joseph, 
Emperor of Austria-Hungary, Sultan ‘Abdu’l-Aziz of the 
Ottoman Empire, and Nasiri’d-Din Shaw of the Persian 
Empire. He also wrote tablets to the rulers of the Americas. 
To each of them He said to leave their positions of power 
and come serve His cause. He also wrote collected tablets to 
the different religions and peoples of the world, summoning 
them to His cause, the cause of God Itself. 
      One remarkable thing Baha’’u’llah did, was make a 
number of prophesies all of which came true or are coming 
true. Only a Prophet can achieve such things through the 
power of God, which establishes Baha’u’llah as an 
independent sovereign Power,  as were Moses, Jesus, 
Muhammad and the other Prophets. Again, all these 
Prophets or Messengers of God are considered to be 
essentially one and the same. This includes Baha’u’llah, the 
Bab, Muhammad, Jesus, Moses, Adam, Abraham, Noah, 
Buddha, Zoroaster, Krishna, others mentioned in the Quran 
and the Kitab’i’Iqan, as well as Prophets and prophesies of 
many indigenous peoples of the world, such as White Buffalo 
Calf Woman, who I believe was sent by the Creator to the 
Sioux Nation. 
 Another proof of the Baha’i Faith is its remarkably 
positive outlook on things in general. Baha’is are positive in 
the extreme about the future, but very realistic in our attitude 
towards it. We realize that growth and advancement often 
come about through trial and travail and not easily, although 
if the people had truly followed the Prophets of their time, 
things would have been easier to accomplish. So we believe 
that all wars will cease, prejudices will be abolished, hatred 
will abate, cures will be found to diseases and illnesses, one 
global village and one world commonwealth will be 
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established, and all problems facing humanity will be solved 
and have a system to solve them. And the tribulations that 
humanity has gone through and are going through are, for 
the most part, not from God but are a result of peoples own 
doings. As it says, all good things are of God, and all evil is 
from ourselves. 
 
 The divine governmental system that Baha’u’llah has 
established and instituted will be more than able to meet the 
task of any problem that comes to it in establishing the world 
system which, He writes, is the culmination of all of the 
religions of the past. As the new race of women and men 
evolve, they will be following more and more in the footsteps 
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the Exemplar, and taking care of the poor, 
the homeless, the needy, the sick, the orphan and elderly — 
even as ‘Abdu’l-Baha did His entire life. How, then, could 
poverty happen in such a peaceful world with all actually 
practicing to prefer one’s neighbor to oneself, which He 
exemplified in every part of His Being. The world will reach a 
state, we are told, that will reflect the beauty and peace of 
heaven, or the next world, to such a degree that the very act 
of committing a crime will in itself be the greatest humiliation 
and punishment. 
 
The world will be freed from the ravages of war, the biggest 
curse that has afflicted the human race since the beginning 
of time. 
 It will be freed from the ravages of prejudices of all 
kinds, in which racism, with its baneful consequences, will be 
obliterated from the hearts of all the citizens of a world that is 
one homeland for all people. 
          Women will truly be held as equal to men in all 
spheres of life. 
 The world will be freed from disunity and all will see 
themselves as one family called humanity. 
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 Jobs will be available for all. 
 In this world peace and unity will prevail among the 
nations. 
 Freed from the ravages of corruptions of all kinds. 
 Where religion and science are in harmony with each 
other, reaping the great benefits of such a union. 
 In a world unified by a world federated system. 
 The world will be freed from the majority of illnesses 
that have plagued humanity, because the focus of scientific 
research will be on things that benefit humanity, rather than 
that which is focused on a war- based mentality and 
economy: 
 The world will be freed from the fetters of materialism, 
understanding that results take means and material to do 
things based on spiritual principles. 
 In a world freed from the disparity of those educated 
and those not educated the extremes of wealth and poverty 
will be eliminated: 
 In a world where an international language is a reality. 
 In a world where one can travel from nation to nation 
unrestrained, the way one can travel between the states of 
the United States of America. 
 Finally, in a world in which all the divine teachings are 
truly being practiced and implemented throughout the world, 
how will love and peace not be realized?   
 
Postscript: I have personally heard from people that some 
believe Christ and Muhammad never really existed but were 
made up and are fictitious characters. Before becoming a 
Baha’i I may have been such a person, but now I fully 
believe that not only were they real people but were truly 
great and universal Prophets and Messengers from God, 
Whose message was meant to unify the world, and not just a 
portion of it. They offered up themselves as a sacrifice for all 
humanity so that every person could recognize and know 
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God and gain eternal and everlasting life through reunion 
with God through Its Manifestations. That whenever a new 
Messenger is revealed in this world, the souls in the next 
world recognize that Immortal Soul. So when Moses came, 
all souls recognized Him, when Christ came, all souls in the 
next world recognized Him. And when Muhammad came, all 
in the hidden world recognized Him and so on with the Bab 
and Baha’u’llah. And when the next Prophet comes, all souls 
in the next world will recognize that Soul. They won’t have to 
seek and find, but it will be automatic and instantaneous. 
This comforts me.  
 As to proofs for the existence of Christ and 
Muhammad it may be enough to say that something cannot 
come out of nothing, that without ingredients you certainly 
can not make a pie, and without fuel the car is not going 
anywhere, even with wishful thinking and the best of faith. So 
there is no way that these great people could not have 
existed, for they built worldwide religions and great things 
came from their beings; they possessed all the ingredients 
for their respective religions and scientifically something, as 
has been said, cannot come out of nothing. Christ and 
Muhammad formed the two greatest and largest religions the 
world has ever seen, so what does this tell about their 
persons? 
 As to those who say creation just evolved on its own 
with no Creator, if you see a painting do you say this evolved 
by itself? Or does a poem write itself, or a building build 
itself? And which is more powerful and intelligent, what is 
made or what makes it? Certainly the painter is far more 
intelligent and powerful than the painting; therefore creation 
itself must have a Creator which is infinitely more powerful 
and intelligent and is outside of eternity, since creation is 
eternal. 
 As to the soul being in the body, science disproves 
this. Religion says that the soul is eternal, but anything that 
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is part of the body is subject to decay and decomposition, 
because it is composed of more than one element, and this 
would make the spirit very mortal indeed! That the spirit is  
eternal proves in itself that the spirit is not in the body, but 
shines on the body the way the sun shines on the earth. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


